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Sarah has over twelve years of experience on a broad 
range of planning projects in Victoria, Tasmania and 
New Zealand. She has equal expertise in strategic 
and development approval planning, giving her the 
ability to advise clients on any aspect of their projects, 
from initial feasibility queries through to all stages 
of the strategic planning and development approval 
processes.  

Working for consultancy firms has given Sarah an 
excellent understanding of the financial considerations 
of her clients. During this time she has also worked 
closely with numerous state and local government 
clients, which has bestowed her with insight into 
the planning and approval processes within these 
organisations.

Sarah specialises in bringing strategic planning 
documents such as structure plans and regional-scale 
strategies to fruition, and in obtaining development 
approvals for growth area subdivisions and complex 
sites. She has worked on a range of residential, 
commercial, industrial, retail, transportation, 
airport, open space, justice, education, and 
telecommunications projects.

Her clients value her persistence in seeing projects 
through from beginning to end with a determined 
energy and focus. Sarah is passionate about improving 
how our cities function, and gains immense job 
satisfaction from working with her clients to facilitate 
transformative and lasting change to urban areas.     

PRINCIPAL URBAN PLANNER



SARAH ANCELL

PROJECT EXPERIENCE  

DEVELOPMENT FACILITATION AND 
PROJECT APPROVALS.

Sarah has worked with a wide range of private and 
state government clients to obtain development 
approvals for residential, office, commercial and 
specialist land use projects. Her equal expertise in 
statutory and strategic planning gives her the ability 
to advise clients through all stages of the framework 
planning and development approval processes.  

Sarah’s work in Melbourne’s growth areas has 
included providing development advice and obtaining 
approvals for the following clients:

• LLT Developments for their Verdant Hill estate
• Satterley for their Mickleham Road estate
• Mirvac for their Smiths Lane estate
• Lend Lease for their Harpley and Aurora estates
• Peet Ltd for their Aston, Aspect Greenvale and 

Tarneit Gardens estates
• Dacland for their Regent Street estate
• The Barro and Richmond families for their 

Werribee landholding

Sarah has also provided planning assistance with the 
following inner city projects:

• Altona North brownfield development site
• 664 Collins Street office development
• 167 Cremorne Street mixed use development
• Australia 108 (70 Southbank Boulevard) mixed use 

development
• 40 La Trobe Street apartment complex
• 477 Collins Street office development
• Goodman’s Fishermans Bend mixed use 

development proposal

The commercial projects Sarah has worked on include:

• Woolworth’s Masters Home Improvement stores
• Major Project Victoria’s Melbourne Wholesale 

Markets Development Plan and development 
approvals

• Colonial First State Global Asset Management’s 
DFO South Wharf rejuvenation

• Geelong Homemaker Centre
• Selwyn District Council’s IZone Business Park 

Sarah has also assisted the State Government to 
advance development on specialist sites including the 
following:

• Tallangatta Department of Environment Land 
Water and Planning Depot Project

• Rezoning surplus school sites for the Department 
of Education and Training

• Ravenhall Prison Correctional Facility 
Development Plan for the Department of Justice 
and Regulation 

• Shrine of Remembrance Galleries of 
Remembrance Development for Major Projects 
Victoria 

In Victoria’s regional areas, Sarah’s work has included:

• The roll-out of gas infrastructure to 11 regional 
towns for TasGas and Brookfield

• Waranga Green Energy’s anaerobic bio-digester 
project in Stanhope

• Mennotty’s Spring Creek residential project in 
Torquay

• Telecommunications sites for Optus



SARAH ANCELL

PROJECT EXPERIENCE  

STRATEGIC PLANNING.

Sarah specialises in small town structure plans, and 
has also undertaken a range of other strategic and 
open space planning projects in urban and regional 
areas. She has extensive experience in leading multi-
disciplinary project teams and in running consultation 
processes including design charrettes. 

Examples of the strategic planning projects Sarah has 
led and participated in include:

• Sorell Land Supply Strategy
• Corowa Urban Design Framework
• Wallan Town Centre Masterplan and Urban Design 

Framework
• Stonnington Neighbourhood Centres Strategy
• Vision East 2030 Sub-Regional Land Use Strategy 
• Ballarat Residential Infill Opportunities Study
• St Helens Structure Plan
• Huonville/Ranelagh Structure Plan
• Bicheno Structure Plan
• Triabunna/Orford Structure Plan
• Nubeena/White Beach Structure Plan
• Devonport CBD Structure Plan
• Brighton Structure Plan

Examples of the open space projects Sarah has led or 
participated in include:

• Living Links Corridor Study for the Port Phillip 
Westernport Catchment Management Authority

• Colac Otway Shire Public Open Space Strategy
• Wangaratta Shire Public Open Space Strategy

RESEARCH AND POLICY DEVELOPMENT.

Several of Sarah’s projects have required her 
to undertake in-depth research into particular 
urban planning issues. Her findings and policy 
recommendations have assisted clients to refine their 
approaches to these issues.

Research projects Sarah has contributed to include:

• Plan Melbourne Affordable Housing
• Hobsons Bay Council Affordable Housing 

Framework
• Melbourne Airport’s Master Plan zoning approach 

and Plan Melbourne submission
• Grattan Institute’s “Cities – Who Decides?” report
• Tourism and Transport Forum’s Tourism Planning 

Code 

TRANSPORT.

Sarah’s time at Aurecon gave her the opportunity to 
participate on a range of large scale transport projects 
including the following:

• Port of Hastings Rail Corridor Feasibility Study
• South Morang to Mernda Rail Extension
• Rutherglen Heavy Vehicle Deviation Route Study
• Christchurch Rolleston and Environs 

Transportation Study


